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Symmary. The paper reports on experimental phonetic research of nucleus placement in the native speech of 
American speakers of English. The analyses of nucleus shifts is given. The results of a perceptual experiment 
prove that there is a change of speaker’s communicative intention in utterances with different nucleus loca-
tion. 
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       -
             

    .    
,   ,     -

  ,      « -
 »: «nucleus», «intonational nucleus», «accent», «main accent», «sentence accent», 

«main phrasal stress», «intonational centre», «nuclear stress», «sentence stress», «nuclear pitch ac-
cent», «intonation nucleus placement», «tonic syllable», «primary accent», «primary stress».   

  ,       -
         . - , ,  -

,      . ,  , 
 . ,     «…that pitch accent (usually the 

last) which generally stands out as the most prominent in each of the typical tonal sequences within 
intonation groups» [2, 80]. .       -

 ,      : « the last accent is 
by definition the nucleus» [5, 58]. - ,    , -

       ,   
    : «A tonic syllable is one which is prominent but on which 

there is also major pitch movement» [6]. , , - ,   -
 ,  ,      ,  

,     . .    ,  
    «  »   : « On the 

level of the sentence the nucleus, more generally, accent, is seen as the major realization of the 
universal concept of focus» [3, 385]. C    . ,  -

 ,      ,   -
: «It indicates the focused part of the material» [7, 7]. 

        
           -

 .          
      .   

          -
         

.        , 
    ,  ,  , 

    ,    
( -  ).       

. 
- ,  ,       

(something, somewhere   )    .   -
     ,      -

 : Any problem? – I saw  somebody. 
- ,    ,   

   (      )    -
.    ,   - ,   -
.          -

   « »        
   : Where did you go to school?  I was at a number of schools.  
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        ,  
,    «really», «much», «never», «awfully», «very», 

«too», «incredibly»  «extremely»   . ,    , -
, ,     -   -
: I am so sorry, Mommy.  Are you really sorry? 

     ,    
,   .   ,   

      ,     
     .     

  ,  ,  : Is she with Tom?  Yes, she is with him. 
          

     - .   -
  . -  (  ).    26  45 ,      

  .      -
,   ,     .    
    . 

          
  (     ).    -
 ,       ,   -

      .   -
          .  -

          
   .      Zoom H2 stereo digital 

recorder.         -
    .   ,    

  ,    .  -
      . 

13 ,  16 %       -
 ,   -     

     .  84 %  
        .   

      , -
        -

,    -     
.          

       - , -
 . 

       ,  
            

.         , , 
 ,       , -  -

       ,   
    .     -

   ,        -
,      ,   ( ),    

   ,      -
,   ( ): 

-   Are they coming to see us? 
- : Sarah said something. 
- : Sarah said something. 
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 ,      ( 1 , 2, 5  6) -
     . 

-   Where is the present? 
- : They didn’t bring anything. 
- : They didn’t bring anything. ( 2, 4  6). 

 : 
-   It’s a secret? 
- : I won’t tell anyone. 
- : I won’t tell anyone. ( 2, 3) 
- Can’t you just keep quiet? 
- : I’ve got to tell someone. 
- : I’ve got to tell someone. ( 1, 5  6). 

           
     –     .  

  (        -
  )      

. 
      

- Are they coming to see us? 
- : Sarah said something. 
- : Sarah said something 

      ,    -
  ,           
  .   ,      

    .      -
 ,   ,   ,   -

  . 
   

-   Where is the present? 
- : They didn’t bring anything. 
- : They didn’t bring anything 
         -

  ,          
«anything»       «      

 ?».  ,      -
  . 

         
: 

-   It’s a secret. 
- : I won’t tell anyone. 
- : I won’t tell anyone. 

 ,   ,   ,   
        , -

  «  ,    ». 
     -   

-   Can’t you just keep quiet? 
- : I’ve got to tell someone. 
- : I’ve got to tell someone 

 – -
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         .  
        ,  

 ,         
 ,          . -

      : «I can’t keep this secret any more. I want to tell 
somebody and anyone will do». 

     ,   , -
   (    ).   

,         ,    
    ,      -

 .      ,   -
       ,   -

           , -
   . 

          
  -    .     ,  

  : 
-   Have you ever heard of Dick and Bessie Buxter? 
-  : No, I’ve never heard of them. 
- : No, I’ve never heard of them. 

 : 
-   The price was good, wasn’t it? 
- : It was much cheaper than I expected. 
-  : It was much cheaper than I expected. 

  - ,      -
 «heard»   «    ?» (“Who are they?”).   -

    «never»,     -
 ,   .  ,    

        ,   
,  .   ,  -  ( 1  2)    

      . 
      ( 4)     -

   «much».       ,   -
       .   «It was much 

cheaper than I expected»     ,    -
,    «It was much cheaper than I expected»   -

 ,      ,    . 
        

      ,    . 
           -

    .      -
: 
-   Do you support Jane? 
-  : Yes, I am for her. 
- Is she with Tom? 
- : Yes, she is with him. 
-  That’s Mary. 
- : Who is she with? 
- This is my friend. 
- : Who is he with? 



37

     ( 3)     
  («Yes, I am for her)     .    

( 2, 4, 6)         
«him»: 

- : Yes, she is with him. 
   , ,     

   : 
- : Who is she with? ( 1, 2) 
- : Who is he with?  ( 1, 2). 

  ,   ,     -
      ,   - . -

 ,       ,   , -
      .    -

   ,        
 .   ,       -

        . 
,  ,   ,    , 

       .  -  
      « »  « »   -

    « : 
 - Oh, good! Breakfast in bed. 
- : Do you like breakfast in bed? 
 - I play golf rather well. 
- : You think you do. 
- And this is Tommy’s effort. 
- : It’s rather good for a six-year-old. 

        -
     : 
- :  Do you like breakfast in bed? ( 1) 
- : You think you do. ( 4, 5, 6) 

       -
 «you» : «    ,      ».    -

,     ,     , 
   ,  .   

  ,          
 . 

  «You think you do» (   «You think you do»)  -
 : «         ».  -

         : «  
 ,      -  ».     -

     . 
        -

 «six»   .    -
  «six-year-old»     «Tommy».  
       .  -

 ( 4, 5), ,         .  
   ,   ,    -

 : 
- : It’s rather good for a six-year-old, 
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     : 
- : It’s rather good for a six-year-old 

    ,     -
 ,      . 

    ,     
      -  -

     ,   ,     -
 .      -

           
 .        

       -
      .    

 (84 %)     ,      
  ,       -

            -
          .  

 
 

 
1. , . .       / . . .  .: 

-  . - , 1963. – 306 . 
2. Cruttenden  A. Intonation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986. – 214 p. 
3. Gussenhoven C. Focus, mode and the nucleus. Journal of Linguistics, 1983.19. 2. -  pp. 377-417. 
4. Jilka M. The contribution of intonation to the perception of foreign accent. Doctoral Dissertation, Arbei-
ten des Instituts für Maschinelle Sprachverarbeitung (AIMS) Vol. 6(3), University of Stuttgart. 2000. –  
206 p. 
5. Knowles G. From text to waveform: Converting the Lancaster/IBM Spoken English Corpus into a speech 
database// Clive Souter and Eric Atwell (eds.), Corpus-Based Computational Linguistics. Amsterdam: Rodo-
pi, 1993. - pp.47–58. 
6. Ranalli J. M. Discourse Intonation: To Teach or not to Teach? Birmingham: University of Birmingham. 
Retrieved May 14, 2004, from http://www.cels.bham.ac.uk/resources/essays/ Rannali4.pdf 
7. Wells J. English Intonation: an Introduction. Cambridge University Press, 2006. – 286 p. 


