
59

 
 . . 

S. T. Makhlina 
 

    
 
AFRICAN TRADITIONAL LIVING INTERIOR  
 

   –   , , -
      -  -
     ( , - ). E-mail: 

makhlina@pochta.tvoe.tv 
Makhlina Svetlana Tevelyevna  Doctor in Philosophy, Professor of the Department 
of Theory and History of Culture, Saint-Petersburg University of Culture and Arts 
(Russia, Saint-Petersburg). E-mail: makhlina@pochta.tvoe.tv  
 
 

.  –    .   ,  
       .   -

     , ,    .    
  ,    –  ,    .  

   , ,    .    
   .        ,   -

.   ,   ,       , -
    .       

   .     ,       
.    ,    ,     -
.      .    

 .         – , -
  , .  

 
Summary. Africa is a continent of diverse nature. Diverse combinations of nature, ethnic and race identities 
caused great variety of dwelling types of this big continent. 
Short grass, bushes, stones, clay are used in constructing dwelling places in semidesert regions. In savannah 
wood is used for constructing house walls, while stems of panicum, cotton and other plants are used for 
roofs. In forest regions palms, bamboo, banana and fig leaves are used. Many nations build round huts. In 
Central Africa square houses are constructed as well as round ones.  In those regions where stones can be 
found, house walls are built of small coarse stones that are joined with clay mortar. Climatic conditions allow 
African people lead open-air common life. The house is used only to hide from bad weather and to sleep at 
night. Only in such regions where the climate is cooler, there are heated sleeping place are designed. 
Interior of every hut is a one-chamber building. Each family has a complex of such huts. In such a dwelling 
complex there are utility premises; grain storage, shelters for fire place, storehouses.  
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strawmat, benches, stools. Utensils; calebashes.  
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