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Summary. This paper focuses on indirect communication and the way it is marked in British linguoculture. 
The authors analyse the linguospecific discourse marker understatement, identify its semantic and functional 
peculiarities, metadiscursive ones in particular, and explore its linguocultural characteristics. 
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 ,    , -    -
 ,       .   , 

       ,   
   ,    ,  
 -     . 

 ,       -
,          understate-

ment,        . 
           -

 -    understatement   -
       ( . . 1). 

         -
  ,      . 

   ,     , -
          « » -

.    «understatement»    
(traditional understatement)   (characteristic understatement). ,   

 ,        -
     , ,  

 . Understatement        
  « »,   «the voices possess ‘understatement’» 

[10, xxix]. ,        
,        – “characteristic early 

English understatement” –      ( . . 2). 
   ,      -

 ,        . 
         ,   -

.            -
,   : «The Englishman… attaches very great importance to 

modesty, understatement in speech rather than overstatement... He values good manners far more 
than he values the evidence of wealth» [BNC-F] ( . . 3).   -

    . ,      
  - : «the English have no soul, they only have the under-

statement» [18, 24]. 
 ,       -

     – understatement,    
, ,  ,    ,   

   . ,    ,   
,     .    -

      ,    
-     .   -

    : «‘I said you're pretty out of shape. <...> You only ran 
five metres and you're panting fit for the knacker's yard.’ ‘I am nothing of the sort! That's a gross 
exaggeration.’ Then Ronni conceded as her chest continued to heave, ‘I may be just a little out of 
breath.’ ‘English understatement.’ Guido laughed at that...» [BNC-F]; «A deer jumping out over a 
hedgerow and straight in front of the car frightened her half to death before she could finish. By 
good fortune, not to mention cool-headed driving, neither the deer nor the Mercedes came to grief. 
‘That was a touch close,’ she murmured, as the deer crossed the road and leapt over another hedge 
and disappeared. ‘Is that what they call British understatement?’ he asked drolly, as they glided out 
of countryside» [BNC-F]. 
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    understatement     
  .       -

    ,   .  
,    overstatement,       

 ,    ,  , -
  [14, 145-149]. 
   understatement    -

          -
  / / .      ,   
       . -

  ,       [1],   
[4],  understatement [4; 5],   [7]. 

    understatement   -
    , ,   

   [4, 28; 13, 406-407].  ,    -
 ,       -

.    . .   «  -
» ( ) [2, 5].       ,    -

    /  [2, 22].   -
,    «  »  linguistic 

vagueness, linguistic imprecision, fuzzy categories [11, 5-13], indefiniteness [16].   
   « » [6],    -
       -

 . 
   .      

  ,        . 
. .    ,       

  ,     ,   
      [2, 19].  , -

,          -
 ,       

 ,     [2, 140-142]. 
  understatement   ,   -

   ,        
(  . . ).    ,    

,   ,  «   » [9, 12];  
  understatement      -

       . ,  -
        understatement,     -

  . 
     understatement.    

[15; 17], understatement   : «a statement that makes something seem less im-
portant, serious, big etc than it really is»  «the practice of using an understatement to talk about 
something» [17, 1564].  ,        

    . , -
        : un-

derstatement is «a statement which is not strong enough to express the full or true facts or feelings» 
[12, 1437]. 

        -
   -    understatement. -
,  ,     understatement   
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 ,         
 .   ,     

   ,   .   ,   
,   ,  ,    .  -

      –    
 –  : capacity for understatement, the skills of understatement: «As an 

exercise in the skills of understatement and of giving the wrong impression without actually lying, 
Charles thought that took some beating [BNC-F].  ,   -

,   a master of the understatement: «The old-fashioned English gentleman, 
who died in hospital yesterday aged 84, was the master of the understatement» [BNC-P]; «Sir Ran-
ulph Fiennes is a master of stiff-upper-lip understatement» [BNC-P]. 

- ,      understatement, -
 , ,    ,    -

 ,      -
  – , ,   .     -

     : «Father Peter McGuinness, 
the parish priest and a man of gentle understatement» [BNC-P]; «Today we'll be looking at John 
Major's first one hundred days in office. We have a Prime Minister with un- Thatcherlike under-
statement, and wily pragmatism and body language of the friendly bank manager next door, or so 
says an article in today's Guardian» [BNC-P]; «Macmillan, one of the wiliest politicians of his time, 
also said, with typical understatement, as the Fifties drew to an end: ‘We have not done badly. But 
we have not done quite well enough’» [BNC-P]. 

        –    
–     ,  . . , -

,  ,      [3, 282-283].   
  ,        -

, understatement         
     .  ,  ,  -

 ,     (    -
) ,       -

  . ,    -
 ,        

        -
    .     -

 ,   . ,  
    ,    ,  , -

,       ,   
,  ,    understatement. -

 : «…that there was categorically no special help and that price rises would ‘by 
the normal route feed through into the retail price index’. By Thursday afternoon this had been, to 
use a typical Whitehall term of understatement, finessed. In other words a new policy had emerged 
to meet the crisis.» [BNC-P]; «The SACC characterisation of Mr. De Klerk's statement, as ‘cynical 
and spurious’, is likely to be regarded as something of an understatement in many legal and politi-
cal circles» [BNC-P]. 

       «understatement» 
     .  ,  -

       .    -
 ,   ,        , 

    : «You felt I was harsh on you?» «Harsh is an under-
statement. I shall never forget the contempt you showered upon me.» [BNC-F]; «January was the 
28th consecutive month in which bankruptcy cases involving debts equivalent to £58,400 or more 
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rose above year-ago levels. This is an understatement, considering the actual state of the economy» 
[BNC-P]. 

     «understatement»   
       . -
  ,  «understatement»       

  .      -
,       

      .   -
 : This/that/smth is an understatement; To say (that)… is an understatement  

the understatement of the year. 
 This/that/smth is an understatement     -

       ,  ,   -
 .    – -     

  ,     : «Brad, I 
find out, can't greet me himself because he's busy cleaning up the mess Deacon made the night be-
fore in his living room. Mess is perhaps an understatement. The place looks like it was ransacked by 
an LAPD squadron looking for drugs or a thrash metal band who found them» [BNC-P]. 

,     ,      -
 ,         this/that 

 it,       this/that is an understatement: «I don't know 
whether I ever meant to call on Ben or not – It's been such a long time – but I was interested to see 
the boat. Durance had said it was big, but that was an understatement» [BNC-F]. 

    ,     -
           -

,          
 .  ,       

  ,    ,    -
: «She was conscious of being a misfit, and that was a great understatement. It was partly 

her age, of course, she was an old woman by anyone's standards, but her attitude to life too and her 
clothes, her grey tweed skirt and green Viyella blouse and green and grey check cardigan, her stock-
ings and ‘court’ shoes, the powder on her nose, lipstick on her thin old lips and the perm in her 
hair» [BNC-F]. 

      ,   -
      ,  -

 ,          
.        the 

understatement of the year (decade, etc.),      . 
   ,        -

,      : the understatement of 
the decade; the understatement of the year; the understatement of her life; the understatement of the 
century; the understatement of all time. 

 ,       «   
» [8, 76].     the understatement of the year (decade, etc.) 

     ,   
. .    ( , , )  [ .  8, 81]. 

,          -
,     :       

  ,  –   .     -
 . . ,        : « -

,        , , 
  ,   .     -
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,   , ,   ,    -
    [ .  8, 66]. 

 ,    the understatement of the year 
(decade, etc.)         -

     .       , 
          , -

      . 
 ,        -

 –  –   ,    .   
    gross, major, big, great, massive, extraordinary  . 

          the 
understatement of the year (decade, etc.),  ,    -

          -
.  ,      

: «‘So when did you find out he was quite wealthy?’ he asked casually. Quite 
wealthy, Sarella registered with an inward smile. That was the understatement of the century!» 
[BNC-F]; «‘Silvio was right. You don't enjoy modelling very much.’ It was Caroline's turn to laugh. 
‘That's the understatement of the year.» [BNC-F]; «So Belinda was saying that the market's a trifle 
depressed at the moment. Actually, that's a gross understatement; she's really very worried...» 
[BNC-F]. 

 ,  ,       -
      understatement   -
   .        -

    :        -
 (     ),       -
 .     , ,  

 ,        -
. 

     understatement   
    To say (that)… is an understatement / It 

would/is an understatement to say….   36      to 
say      to call  to talk.      (to 
say, to call  to talk)    ,   -

  ,  .  ,      -
.  ,        

.     To say (that)… is an understatement  
    ,   -

    : «To say I am a sports-nut would be an understate-
ment. I am an obsessive, addicted, manic observer of all forms of sporting activity. Yet the Winter 
Olympics left me entirely unmoved and uninterested» [BNC-P]. 

    -   (  , 
  )  (delighted, relieved; disappointed, shattered, absolutely gutted etc.) 

   .       
 ,   ,  ,  . -

  -       ,  
,     ,     
 .         . -

,         -
   .      -

        . , 
 ,      « »,   -
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. , taken aback  stunned  speechless, convinced by this argument – over-
whelmed by it, shattered – deeply shocked, strict – ruthless  . .: «To say I was taken aback is 
somewhat of an understatement. I was stunned and speechless» [BNC-P]. 

  « »  ( , peaceful  quiet) -
         

,  .     so … as,   -
,     unsettling    : «To say that it 

is peaceful is an understatement; it is so quiet as to be almost unsettling for anyone used to the nev-
er-ending noise of the city» [BNC-P]. 

     ,       -
  .  To say (that)… is an understatement,   , 

      ,     
 .     ,   , 

       ,   , -
    . ,       -

 ,     .   
,          -

          , 
    .     

  .  ,   , -
          : «Mr. Grierson said: 

‘They come and ask where the beach is and you have to tell them it's 250 miles away. To say they 
are disappointed would be an understatement.’ George Murdoch, a 61-year-old retired school 
teacher, is one of only two villagers still living in Pennan who took part in the film» [BNC-P].  

  ,       ,  -
,         -

.          
 ,      -

          -
 . 
        -

     .  ,   
        -

 – understatement – ,        
  .   ,  ,  understatement 

 -        
,    . ,       

,       -
.  ,        understatement   

        
         .  

      ,    
       . 
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