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Summary. The paper offers sociological analysis of the concept of social support. The institution’s purpose 
is ensuring the work of vital service systems for the benefit of Russian children being in a difficult life situa-
tion. This institution, together with education, public health services and legal protection, forms the core of 
the system of social protection of childhood. The elements of the sociological analysis are here the val-
ue/content and organizational/managerial structure of the institution. Social security services and social wel-
fare benefits are viewed as the state’s response to the risks that may threaten families and children. The au-
thor makes a conclusion that the social support institution’s activity has a rather simulative nature and leads 
to social inequality of childhood, social dependence and other problems. 
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