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Summary. The article deals with the most frequently used ways of expressing journalists’ judgments or 
evaluations concerning the infamous conflict in the US generalship. The analysis is based on the reports pub-
lished in popular mass media resources such as ‘Time’ and ‘The New-York Times’. It was revealed that the 
journalists use play on words, tropes and other means to evaluate the above-mentioned conflict. 
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 (an extraordinary set of skills),  (charm),     
  (intelligence and a ferocious will to succeed): General Petraeus, 57, brings an extraordi-

nary set of skills to his new job: a Boy Scouts charm, penetrating intelligence and a ferocious will 
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to succeed.        (At ease with the press and the pub-
lic),    : At ease with the press and the public, and an adept negotia-
tor, General Petraeus will probably distinguish himself from his predecessor with the political skills 
that carried him through the most difficult months of the counteroffensive in Iraq known as the 
surge.          -

.      ,    . 
     ,      ,   

       . 
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,       « »  , -
    .  ,    :  

 ,         .  57- -
   , , ,     -

 ,           .   
       ,       -

   : General Petraeus prides himself on his athletic prowess. While in 
Iraq, he usually ran five miles six days a week, often besting the younger captains he took along 
with him. 

       , 
             . 

 ,   . . ,     - -
 ,         , -

       . «   ,   -
  -     , 

 ,         -
 » [5, 184].       , -

     : McChrystal, known for 
his Spartan habits, had asked for trouble when he broke “standing order No. 1: no drinking”, re-
ferring to a booze-soaked evening at an Irish pub in Paris that was described in the article, during 
which he and some of his aides, unwound in the presence of a reporter.   -

     a booze-soaked,   «heavy 
drinker» ( ) [10].     « », ,  

    .     -
      .    
    ,   (unwound)  . 

 ,         ,   
   ,      ,  

    1 «  ».  
  ,      -

,     : While his predecessor, 
General McChrystal, was on icy terms with the American ambassador here, Karl W. Eikenberry, 
General Petraeus forged a tight bond with his civilian counterpart during the Iraqi surge. -

           -
   icy terms - a tight bond.     

  icy,     (icy – in-
tensely cold) [10],      tight   “intimate, having a 
close personal or working relationship” [10]. 

   ,    -
: The president chose General Petraeus, a media-savvy, ambitious officer, instead of lesser-

known figures who might have had more trouble stepping in to such a volatile situation. He’s cer-
tainly a brilliant military thinker … .  



67

 
         -

         «certainly»  
   «who might have had more trouble stepping in».  -

          -
   .       -

 ,      ,     – 
      . 

      -    -
    ,  .  

    ,   -
    ,       -

  .  -      
 ,           
    .    

   ,      ,  
   . ,       -

   ,        
      ,   -

    . , ,      -
 : In Iraq, General Petraeus helped turn the tide not just by sending 30,000 more 

American troops into Baghdad, but also by fostering deals with insurgent leaders who had spent the 
previous four years killing Americans. 
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  (not just by … but also by),     -
     .  sending 30,000 more American troops into 

Baghdad        ,  ,   
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     indirectly, ,   
,   «not in frank way» [10].    

  ,     ,     
 . ,      ,  

        : Mr. Obama admitted as much 
indirectly on Wednesday in the Rose Garden when he said: “We have a clear goal. We are going to 
break the Taliban’s momentum”. They were the same words he used seven months ago at West 
Point in announcing the surge. 

        -
: At the moment, every aspect of the war in Afghanistan is going badly: the military’s cam-

paign in the strategic city of Kandahar has met widespread resistance from the Afghan public; 
president Hamid Karzai is proving erratic and unpredictable; and the Taliban are resisting more 
tenaciously than ever.  ,    every aspect of the war , -
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 ,     : In Iraq, General Petraeus was called in to reverse a 
failed strategy put in place by previous commanders. 
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