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Summary. The paper attempts to examine the content of the concepts ‘masculinity’ and ‘femininity’ in 
American culture and trace changes of their scope. The works by the acclaimed American scientists S. Bem, 
M. Mid, M Kimmel, N. Smelzer help to understand the concepts ‘masculinity’ and ‘femininity’. A conclu-
sion is made that changes in gender stratification have been significant. These changes manifest themselves 
in such processes as feminization of masculinity and masculinization of femininity. 
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