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Summary. The paper describes the musical culture of a provincial town in the late 19th and early 20th C. as 
an interaction of amateur and professional forms of music playing.  Two basic forms of amateur music per-
formance are identified: both folk and secular music were widespread in the Russian province of this time 
period. A professionally focused strategy of the Russian Musical Society in the province is considered. Sev-
eral forms of interaction between amateur and professional musical practices in a provincial town are ana-
lyzed. 
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