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Summary: The paper considers the period of China history, when attempts were made to overcome the eco-
nomic and military backwardness of the formerly mighty Qing Empire. The main goal of it was to revive the 
strong China capable of resisting the ever increasing expansion of Western powers that threatened the tradi-
tional foundations of Chinese state with inevitable destruction as well as the with transformation of China 
into a colonial possession of leading European countries. This period went down into China’s history as the 
so-called "self-strengthening" policy. The foundation of the policy was the position of prominent feudal-
bureaucratic actors concerning the nature, goals and methods of modernization of the country during the pe-
riod between "opium wars” and the Japanese-Chinese War, China’s defeat in which became the evidence of 
the failure of the "self-strengthening" policy.    
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